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For my first Presidentôs message, I want to start by acknowledging Shellie 
Handelsman and Melanie Gober Grand and the amazing job they and the 
whole board did last year.  It was LAWôs first year ñbackò after the pandemic, 
and it feels like LAW is stronger than ever.  I can only hope to continue the 
momentum for this amazing organization.   
 
As I have been preparing to take over as LAW president, I keep zeroing in 
on the year 1981.  Not just because that was the year I was born, but be-
cause in that year, 42 years ago, LAW was founded by an amazing group of 
women lawyers.  Those women set the foundation for this wonderful organi-
zation to do work to advocate for women in the profession; to mentor one 
another; to network and fellowship with one another; and to contribute to the 
legal community and the broader Nashville community in significant ways.   

 
While much has changed for LAW and women in the legal profession over the last 42 years, I think we 
can all agree that there is still a strong need for this organization. We have more women partners, more 
women judges, and more women general counsels than we did 42 years ago, but we have not come 
close to reaching that 50% mark.  There is a need to continue to press for a more equitable profession; 
to continue to mentor and encourage one another; and to continue to be involved in our community.   
 
So, for this next year, with the help of everyone reading this, I promise to be a steward for LAW and its 
underlying purpose, to continue to build on its very strong foundation, and to help it continue to evolve 
into an organization for women lawyers and what they need today and in the future.  We will continue to 
meet for happy hours, for our always stellar CLEôs, to join in mentorship circles, and to volunteer with 
charitable organizations in the community where we can truly have an impact.  We also will continue to 
find programs and activities that meet our membersô needs in this post-pandemic world, and will spend 
some time assessing how we can stay a strong and vibrant organization, long after I have passed this 
gavel on.  I hope everyone finds a chance this year to try something new that LAW has to offer or brings 
a friend who is not a current member to a program to learn more about us.  There is so much to do, and 
so much to look forward to this year.  I hope youôll join us, and I canôt wait to get started.     
 

P ô M  

by Emily Warth 

 

KEEP COOL AND JOIN LAW FOR TWO VIRTUAL CLES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2023, 11:30 AMð12:00 PM  ñLegal Developments for Women in the Workplaceò 

Tuesday, August 15, 2023, 11;30 AMð12:30 PM ñCounterman v. Colorado: The Impact of SCOTUSôs 

Decision on Anti-Stalking Laws and The First Amendmentò 

 

Click Here to go view LAWôs Upcoming Events. 

https://www.law-nashville.org/events
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Recap of Judge Marietta Shipleyôs Address as the 2023   
Recipient of the Martha Craig Daughtrey Award 

By Morgan Bernard 
 

Judge Marietta Shipleyôs 47-year legal career is unparalleled, to say the least. She is a pioneer in the legal 
community for women and is this yearôs recipient of the Martha Craig Daughtrey award for her commitment 
and dedication to justice and our organization. Judge Shipley has been active in LAW since its inception, 
and throughout her career, she has supported and encouraged women in the legal profession. 

 
Notably, she opened the first womenôs law firm in Nashville in 
1980 with Margaret Behm, and in 1981, she was a co-founder of 
LAW, which was born in the Shipley & Behm law office. In 1990, 
she was elected to the Second Circuit Court of Davidson County, 
and was the first woman in the state to win against an incumbent 
for a state trial court judgeship, with 71% of the vote. After hearing 
her address to the membership, itôs clear why she garners so 
much support and respectðher tenacity, dedication, and wit is 
inspiring and had members captivated during her speech. 
 
She recognized the importance of female friendship in the legal 
community and womenôs accomplishments in the field. Judge 
Shipley is a reminder that female lawyers have the ability to make 
a difference in the legal system and to create positive change. In 
fact, she has been incredibly influential in promoting the use of 
mediation by serving in various leadership roles and helping to 
adopt Rule 31 in 1996. She has also been heavily involved in 
passing legislation for divorcing parents, making the Parenting 
Plan mandatory for divorces in the state.  

 
Judge Shipley is a true leader both in and out of the legal field. She has been instrumental in advancing the 
mission of promoting women in the law by providing guidance and support to countless young lawyers and 
pushing for greater recognition of women in the judiciary and other legal roles. Her commitment to advanc-
ing the cause of women in the law has been an inspiration to many and has helped shape the legal land-
scape for generations to come.   
 
Click Here to read Judge Shipleyôs remarks in their entirety. 

https://www.law-nashville.org/resources/Annual%20Meeting%20%20Awards%20Banquet/LAW%20Annual%20Awards/Marietta%20Shipley%20Remarks%20April%202023.pdf


 
Remarks of Shundra Crumpton Manning  
Recipient of the 2023 Rising Star Award 

 

 
I would like to thank LAW for selecting me as this yearôs recipient of the 
Rising Star Award. LAW was the first legal organization that I joined and I 
have enjoyed every minute of being a part of this organization.  
 
I would also like to thank my amazing husband who is here tonight. He 
has been there for me throughout my legal journey. He was there when I 
was applying for Vanderbilt Law School, there when I received my ac-
ceptance letter and even trailed me to the bar exam location just in case 
my 2001 Honda broke down.  
 
I would next like to thank my parents who could not make it today but who 
have always supported me and encouraged me in all of my endeavors. 
While growing up, my mom would always tell me to put forth my best ef-
fort in whatever I do, even if itôs just sweeping floors, and my dad would 
always tell me to use my head for more than a hat rack.  
 
I would also like to thank my colleagues who inspire me to work toward 
being a better lawyer every day.  
 

And last but certainly not least, I am a religious person, so I would like to thank the good Lord for guiding 
my steps thus far.  
 
Receiving the ñRising Starò award has led me to reflect on how far I have come already. I remember back 
when I was in high school, growing up in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, my parents bought me a car, a little Neon, 
that I had to keep a bucket in because when it would rain outside it would leak into the car. As a condition 
of me receiving this car, I would have to pay the car insurance. I began working at a law firm that was 
across the street from my high school. So, every day after school, I would go to law firm and clean up. It 
was not the most glamorous job, but it put me in an environment to where I could interact with lawyers on a 
daily basis.  
 
I have come from cleaning at a law firm, to now working as an attorney at one of the top 100 law firms in 
the country. I have experienced that when you begin working, you get into your daily routine and you get so 
bogged down with how long your to-do list is that you do not stop to reflect and to appreciate where you 
are. I am currently living the life that I once dreamed of, and I am excited to see where I end up next.  
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In 2001, my mom and dad immigrated to the United States from China 
with my older sister. They left their family and possessions to try to bet-
ter their lives and the life of my sister. From there, they worked to get 
their citizenship and their place in society when starting from virtually 
nothing. I still remember listening to my mom studying for her English 
and civics test to get her citizenship and how she assimilated the 
American culture and environment. 22 years later, she made it possible 
for me and my sister to live our lives in the United States and taught us 
to have a voice and speak out for what we believe in. When my sister 
turned 18, the first thing she did was vote in the 2018 midterm elections 
and then every election after that.  
 
Voting is a way to fight for the things that are most important in your life 
because it is a way you can directly interact with your government and 
make the changes that are needed. It is one of the most fundamental 
parts of democracy and is how one advocates for themself. It is simply 
our civic responsibility. Though this is a common phrase, it truly is a 
key element in our lives and is especially a huge one in my familyôs 
lives. Away from the harsh reality from the world we live in, no matter 
the outcome, every voter is considered equal and every vote cast has 

the same amount of significance. Even from the times my family had very little, they could always depend 
on the fact that if there were changes that should be made, they could be made.   
 
Just a little more than a hundred years ago, this wouldn't be the case for my mother and sister. The 19th 
Amendment was passed on June 4, 1919 and clearly states that ñthe right of citizens of the United States 
to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.ò Before this, 
women had next to no power or say in the government and all laws and decisions were made by men. After 
rallying for almost 80 years and fighting during the womenôs suffrage movement, they found ways to use 
their voice. Through coming together and lobbying, organizing marches and speeches, they fought for their 
deserved right to vote. Today, despite age, gender, economic status, and many other factors, every Ameri-
can citizen has the ability to nominate who they think will represent them the best and vote for what they 
believe in. No oneôs vote is less than someone elseôs and regardless of what direction and point of view 
you are voting for, you are justified to that opinion just like everyone else.  
 
On June 24, 2022, Roe v. Wade was overturned after being upheld for decades since 1973. This decision 
sent shockwaves throughout the country. What was thought to be a fundamental right for women was re-
voked and masses of people lost hope in our countryôs democracy and our government. Although rights to 
abortions were eliminated, that didnôt mean people would just accept it. Thousands of people came togeth-
er all over the country while demonstrations arose. Protesters took to the streets and marched while some 
assembled outside of the Supreme Court, fighting for a change. Even if you cannot directly change the law 
right now, you have the power to vote for those who can and those who can help make the changes need-
ed to improve. That is what my mother has always believed. There is always hope because of how strong 
your voice can be and the power it holds. 
 
Despite all of the constant hardships and challenges we face, we can always depend on the basic ele-
ments of our democracy and the fact that our voice is being heard through each election process. As a 
United States citizen, you have the right to believe in what you wish and can come together and find others 

 

DEI Essay Scholarship First Place Winner 

Lin Zheng, University School of Nashville (Rising Sophomore) 
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that feel the same way. We live in a vastly different, multicultural society where everyone can have varying 
backgrounds and identifiers and believe in many different things. In 2009 against all odds, we had our first 
African American president. For the first time in our history, and even more recently, we had a female vice 
president of the United States. These changes were the result of engaging a group of people ready to 
make a difference. From the little things like voting to add a sidewalk to your neighborhood, to voting for 
who you want as your president, you have the ability to have your input into the decisions that matter to 
you no matter how big. There are still a multitude of things wrong with our country as a whole and from the 
little to the big things, the best way to make those changes is by using your power and voting. 
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