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LAW STATEMENT ON DIVERSITY
In 1901, the Tennessee Supreme Court told Marion Griffin that women were not entitled to
practice law before the court. After several years of obstinate advocacy, Ms. Griffin eventually
persuaded the General Assembly to eliminate this prohibition. Following in the footsteps of
Lutie Lytle, one of the first female African American lawyers and the first woman admitted to
the Tennessee State Bar, Ms. Griffin became the first woman to actively practice law in
Tennessee in 1907. Less than 75 years later, the Lawyers’ Association for Women-Marion Griffin

Chapter (LAW) was founded for the express purpose of promoting and advancing women in the
legal profession.

While the majority of law students and law firm associates are female, women still have not
reached parity in the profession. No state in the country has majority female bar membership,
and only one state-Georgia-reports having an equal number of male and female attorneys.
According to the 2024 American Bar Association National Lawyer Population Survey, just 28%
of all law firm partners are women. Within law firm leadership roles, women make up just 12% of
managing partners, 20% of governance committee members, and 27% of practice group
leaders. As of 2021, only 34% of all general counsels for Fortune 1000 companies were women.
And as of August 2024, only 33% of all sitting Article Il federal judges and 43% of all justices on
the states’ highest courts are women. Finally, recent surveys have shown that many women
leaving the profession do so because they lacked advancement opportunities.

LAW celebrates diversity, recognizes the historical contribution of women, and promotes
awareness of issues facing female attorneys. Our commitment to this mission is just as
unyielding today as it was at our founding. We proudly continue to promote all facets of
diversity within the legal profession and advocate for the placement of qualified women on the
bench and in leadership positions within bar associations and the legislature. In pursuit of our
comprehensive approach to advancing diversity, we are eager to partner with other
organizations that also seek to further the inclusion of diverse talent in the legal profession.

The advancement of qualified individuals within all parts of the legal profession is the bedrock
of our organization, and the diversity of our members is its greatest strength. We are at our best
when we draw on the talents from all parts of our legal community, and our most significant
accomplishments are achieved when diverse perspectives are brought to overcome the
challenges confronting our vocation. A unified and inclusive profession seeking equality for all
of its members is not unlawful, corrosive or pernicious; it is greater than the sum of its parts.
We welcome anyone to join us in our mission.
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January Membership CLE: Li cense
by Morgan Bernard

Il n January, we had our monthly membersh
cons of | i ce(NiPesgpndatten e eRAWSESUS camera net wol
Police John Drake, District 25 Council memb
Council member Courtney Johnston, who intro
to I mpl ememtth aLBR xpi |l ot progr am.

Chi ef Drake discussed how LPRs assi st h
short staffing i n his department. Il n 2023,
and the use of LPRs helps to reduce the ma
also discussed FUSUS, a network that all ov
from a Gbupriineastse camera system. The progr a
cific access to their security camera foot
see what iIs happening instantly to more ef

Preptit voiced his concerns with the po:

rights He stated that LPRs di sproporti on:
coll ection could increase crackdowns from
cerned that the FUSUS system would eventua
bl ing I mmigration authorities.

Johnston advised that LPRs identify the
cation of the vehicle, but does not give t
a public record. Thus, she argued any -Mo rstul
LPR pil ot program, which ended July 2023,
to 112 arrests, 128 auto theft charges and

Police surveillance remains a topic of ¢
br eitanks and vehicle theft. Critics of these
appreciate more guardrails to mitigate the
have approved FUSUS failed by a single vot
council to reconsider and that | egislation
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JANUARY BOOK CLUB

January 30, 2025

On January 30th, the LAW Book Club met
Shocklee to dAldsgcwWes Theuwtido o Wet Komle wpl ace du

the Vietnam War and World War 11, in Tullal
l'y in Tull ahoma and the i mpact each of tho
l aid out in detail a descripti onffoofr eliigfoe naal
cluding Germans, during World War 11. Ms.

and wi |l | have a new book coming out in Sep

di scuss her new book.
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A Discussion with Billye Sanders and Judge Allegra Walker

e =
? 4
o W/

February Membership CLE: The Story a
Nashville Bar: A Discussion with Bil

by Morgan Bernard
LAW and-LMapiyerBar Aspoposatednoweo February CLE

volving Billye Sanders and Judge All egra Wal ker , |
Billye Sanders is from Louisville and came to
School . She recalls the | &w bsaadhowmlomsotathadwiang te ma
classmates to be | atédsthe wlaass.heSHe-hdas eBimamykn df aelms
Nashville and the first Bl ack female partner of
served on the bolaocaobyf,orandAWyasNagplissr a founding me
gani zati o® poofwemeonal advancement. As a young |
rotary or a | ot of the private clubs, which prevel
Her advice to young | awyers included always d
which may | ead to other career opportunities, as
continue to |l earn and grow. She also discussed th

doors for other Black professional s.
Judge All egra Wal ker worked as both public def

el ected to Division IV of the Geéeinefali Seasjongl €0
deorand how she has ended up where she is in her ca
she al ways has a professional, spirituadad,h ofafnidcd ian
of the criminal justice system continued to grow
hol ding seminars on domestic vi ol ngreouwmsd. oSherr d
ties of being elected as a judge and how she over
hersel f.

Both women have been incredible mentors and | e
tinue to inspire female attornesyp®snsortleegedtondbwi it
ther strengthen our connections and member ship in
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Board Member Spotl
Vict Genary

re are you from? Tell u
| aw.

rMm

&

—JoLTUOES QO
or—sT—ogw
<

s born and raised i n R

e are high
o lwitl add e f
to atten
NasfF

O~~~
I—‘(DE
w%

_.3_.7\_29393_
DCBSQJ'O_

dividuals with wor& gri
Why did you join LAW?

endéd colwemen f or undergrad which i nst
r Women are incredible a truly run
| f oun

n d r
n Nashvill e who unded LAW and | wa

escribe yoursel f.

ve making meaningf ul connections w
I

0 t h
S , a ny whaesrsd .onlat e about my wbdlr kr, e anly e
i
t

ae n
en

|
_ ¥
ness owner. |l think I have a | ot of
energy for good.

t do you enjoy doing outside of work?

e 3 small children (all are preschool
wé& dameming all the | i braries or playc
o fun stuff | i ke high scho
ometimeto mysel f, I I
y 1 nvodvedsemi hi myr ghut
@ebnbeodusbei bnly times that al/l

a Saturday night in Nashville. What are

'

Hopefully | am asleep! Wi th dll those kids

What woman inspires you and wh
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