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P ô M  

by Emily Warth 

I would be remiss if I did not highlight the best programs LAW presented 
and projects LAW accomplished in 2023, a Best of List. So, for this Presi-
dentôs message, I put together a Best of List for LAW 2023. This list only 
scratches the surface of what this organization and its brilliant members 
did last year. And Iôm confident weôll do even better in 2024!  
 
1. Development of the LAW Foundation:  Under the leadership of 
Shellie Handelsman, the LAW Foundation was created in November 
2022, and in 2023, the board of the LAW Foundation has begun raising 
funds, creating bylaws, and expanding its board, so that it can begin de-
livering on its mission.  (P.S. The Foundation continues to welcome your 
donations J).   

 
2. Annual Banquet and Silent Auction:  The LAW membership celebrated another year of LAW in 
April, and also held the first fundraiser for the LAW Foundation with a successful silent auction during 
the banquet.  We celebrated the many accomplishments of Shellie and her board, welcomed the 
2023-2024 board, and honored Shundra Crumpton Manning with the Rising Star Award and Judge 
Marietta Shipley with the Martha Craig Daughtrey Award. 
 
3. Membership Happy Hour:  The membership committee pulled off an amazing and very well at-
tended happy hour this summer after the bar exam, and invited law students and recent graduates 
from the local law schools.  The happy hour included bar exam and legal themed specialty cocktails 
and much mingling between lawyers and aspiring lawyers, along with new contacts for potential new 
members. 
 
4. Social and Networking Events:  In addition to the Membership Happy Hour, several committees 
organized opportunities to socialize and network in unique ways, including a happy hour led by the 
Health & Wellness Committee at the volleyball court at Sand Bar and a karaoke happy hour led by 
the Networking Committee at Lonnieôs.  
 
5. Annual New Admittees Breakfast:  The breakfast was extra fantastic this year.  We had more 
sponsorships and attendees than weôve seen since before the pandemic, and it was invigorating to 
watch so many LAW members mix and mingle with the new admittees.  We also had inspiring 
speeches from LAW members Shundra Crumpton Manning, Tony Orlandi, DarKenya Waller, Judge 
Aleta Trauger, and our keynote speaker Judge Alistair Newbern.  (PssstéJudge Newbernôs speech 
is included in this newsletter, and is very much worth a read, whether you were able to make the 
breakfast or not).  Thank you to Erin Palmer Polly, Danielle Johns, and of course, our executive di-
rector Melanie Gober Grand for their hard work pulling this one off.  
 
6. Programs:  Our programs committee has knocked it out of the park this year, planning programs 
on topics ranging from the current gun laws in Tennessee to the recent Supreme Court decision 
Counterman v. Colorado to employment laws impacting women, not to mention our beloved annual 
legislative update and a CLE on mindfulness followed by a yoga class at Small World Yoga.  The 
Programs Committee also has more informative programs planned next year, so stay tuned! 
 
7. Book Club:  The book club has been rejuvenated, with two book clubs happening this year and 
another planned for February 29

th
.  Pick up your copy of Miss Blaylock's School for Girls by Chancel-

lor Robert Brandt and join us! 
 
8. Oral History Project:  Laura Baker, Liz Sitgreaves, and Jorie Zajicek put together the first of 
hopefully many oral histories, presented just this month at the Annual Member Appreciation CLE and 



happy hour.  The oral history focused on the remarkable life of Justice Cornelia Clark, and included video 
from her former clerk, her colleague Justice Sharon Lee, her good friend Margaret Behm and was followed 
by a panel discussion with participation from Justice Clarkôs sister, Margaret Behm, and Judge Daughtrey.  
Hearing about Justice Clark from those who knew her best was inspiring, and I couldnôt be more grateful to 
Laura, Liz and Jorie for putting it together.   
 
I am so thankful for this organization and its members, and in particular the boards who have put these 
events together (and many more I failed to mention in this list).  I hope you all have a wonderful and restor-
ative holiday season and a very happy new year.  See you in 2024! 
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New Admitteesô Breakfast 

By Ellen Bowden McIntyre, Newsletter Editor 

 
This yearôs annual New Admitteesô Breakfast was another smashing success, with hundreds of attendees 
welcoming the newest members of the Bar. Several LAW members gave opening remarks before the 
keynote address. Shundra Crumpton Manning shared the importance of joining LAW and becoming ac-
tive members. Noting LAWôs history of excellence, she described its many enriching opportunities for 
members, like book club, yoga, and CLEs. Ms. Manning even shared that she got her current position 
through her LAW connections! Tony Orlandi highlighted reasons why LAW is important to men in the pro-
fession. Namely, LAW includes men in addressing the challenges facing female attorneys while giving 
men opportunities to improve as a person, benefit the profession, and gain networking opportunities. 
DarKenya Waller discussed the importance of pro bono work and urged attorneys to always keep one 
Legal Aid case open at a time. She said that Legal Aid offers attorneys free CLE for the time they spend 
on cases, free mediation and interpreter services, and mentorship in poverty law. Ms. Waller also encour-
aged lawyers to make a recurring, monthly $25 donation to LAS.org. District Judge Aleta Trauger similar-
ly encouraged lawyers to sign up for the Civil Appointment Panel, in which they represent pro bono civil 
litigants whose cases have already survived a motion to dismiss or summary judgment. 
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LAW New Admitteesô Breakfast Keynote Address:  

November 7, 2023 

Magistrate Judge Alistair E. Newbern 
 

 
It is a true honor to be invited to share this morning with all of 
you. New Admittees, this is a special day. It is the culmination of 
so much hard work. It is a ñwhat if I couldò come true. For some 
of you, it is the realization of a calling first voiced by your parents 
when you reasoned them into a corner over an extra hour of 
screen time. For others, it is a new fork in a longer road. For your 
friends and family, it is a moment of such pride and, probably, a 
little relief too. Congratulations to you all.  
 
It wasnôt until I was preparing to speak with you this morning that 
I realized how profoundly LAW has shaped my own legal career. 
I have managed, somehow, in all the jobs Iôve held as a lawyer in 
Nashville, to work with and for LAW founders and past presi-
dents. The judges for whom I was privileged to clerk, Judge Cis-
sy Daughtrey and Judge Aleta Trauger, are both past presidents 
and founding members. My first years practicing law were with 
past-president Kathryn Barnett. And when I taught at Vanderbilt, 
I worked with founding member Dean Sue Kay.  
 
I highly recommend this course of action. 
 
What I know from this run of good luck is that LAW is an extraor-

dinary organization. What you feel in this room todayðthe camaraderie, the generosity, the laughterð
those things have been a part of every LAW event and meeting I have attended. Itôs unique. Some-
times those things are in short supply in our professional lives, but they seem to permeate our legal 
community, thanks to the women who met around a table in 1981and made a plan for women lawyers 
in Nashville to do more at every level of the profession. What a debt of gratitude we owe them and 
their continuing example.  
 
New Admittees, I hope you will enthusiastically claim your free membership in LAW and see what Iôm 
talking about.  
 
After Emily invited me to speak and I said my enthusiastic yes, I started to think about the nature of 
our event here this morning and what kind of address would be appropriate. 
  
This is a celebration of your accomplishments, but itôs not a graduation. You donôt need a commence-
ment speech. Youôve done that already, and we donôt have the funny hats to throw at the end. The for-
mal swearing-in comes later with the Justices of the Tennessee Supreme Court. You donôt need or 
want a lecture on any particular area of the law at 8:00 a.m. Those days are over.  
 
Finally, it occurred to me: Just like we welcome new American citizens over at the Fred D. Thompson 
U.S. Courthouse and Federal Building, today we are welcoming you as new lawyers. And this is your 
naturalization ceremony.  
 
I love a naturalization ceremony. Very little comes close to the level of joy and emotion reached when 
a group of people from all different walks of life, who applied for admission to this country, who studied 



to become proficient in its language and culture, who took and passed a test on the most arcane de-
tails of its laws and history, whose character and fitness were examinedðis this starting to sound fa-
miliar?ðwhen those people, surrounded by their families and friends, reach the end of that long jour-
ney, raise their right hands, and, by taking an oath of allegiance, are suddenly transformed into Ameri-
can citizens.   
 
It is quite a moment. If you have not been to a naturalization ceremony, I hope you find one and go. It 
will transform you as a citizen, too.  
 
Butðif you will indulge me in extending this metaphorðwhat is it the nature of the transformation that 
awaits you after we finish here this morning? 
 
I propose that, as you raise your right hands and take your oaths, you will become different kinds of 
citizens, too.  
 
Now, I am not entirely out on a limb here. The Preamble to the Tennessee Supreme Courtôs Rules of 
Professional Conduct states: 

 
A lawyer, as a member of the legal profession, is a representative of clients, an officer of the 
legal system, and a public citizen having special responsibility for the quality of justice.

1
 

 
ñSpecial responsibility for the quality of justice.ò Thatôs a cool phrase, isnôt it? 
 
It sounds a little Shakesperean. Maybe thatôs no accident. Portia was disguised as the lawyer Baltha-
zar when she pronounced in The Merchant of Venice that ñ[t]he quality of mercy is not strainôd.ò

2 
 

 
In Portiaôs speech, mercy ñdroppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.ò

3  
For Dr. King, famously quoting 

the Book of Amos, justice must ñroll[] down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.ò For 
the Rolling Stones, justice was rough.

5
 For Janet and Tupac, justice was poetic.

6
 Justice is blind, jus-

tice is divine.  
 
Justice has many qualities indeed.  
 
Here, though, the special responsibility for the quality of justice we take on as lawyers is directly tied to 
our status ñpublic citizens.ò  
 
The responsibility is something we do for othersðpublicðand it is something we do as citizens, for 
our democracy.  
 
And those ideas point to something very specific.  
 
ñ[L]egal institutions in a constitutional democracy depend on popular participation and support to main-
tain their authority,ò say the Rules of Professional Conduct.

7
 

 
In other words, our legal system does not work without the support of the people it governs. And the 
people will only truly support systems that they perceive to be fair and just.  
 
Our special responsibility to the quality of justice as lawyers, then, is to show our fellow citizens a legal 
system they can trust.  
 
Karl Llewellyn in The Bramble Bush, his collection of essays on the first year of law school, wrote that 
the business of law is achieving a solution to a dispute ñwhich, at least in the main, is bearable to the 
parties and not disgusting to the lookers on.ò

8
 

 
Surely we can do better than that. I have three suggestions of how.  
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First: Show Your Work. 
 
You may have heard that the United States is experiencing historically low faith in its public institu-
tions. The presidency, Congress, newspapers, the criminal justice systemðall of their ratings are in 
the dump. In June of this year, Gallup reported an 11-point nosedive in public confidence in the Su-
preme Court, with only twenty-seven percent of those surveyed finding it fair and just.

9
 The criminal 

justice system fell lower still, with public confidence in it at seventeen percent.
10

 
 
This is hard to hear, but perhaps it is not shocking. There has been much in the last few years to un-
settle our foundations and make us yearn for precedented times.  
 
Hereôs a bright spot. And thanks to my friend Stephen Zralek for bringing it to my attention. 
 
A different poll taken at around the same time shows that there is one group of Americans whose con-
fidence in civil litigators, prosecutors, defense attorneys, and judges exceeds the general publicôs by 
leaps and boundsðby twenty and thirty percentage points.

11
 

 
Who are these optimistic outliers? What colored their glasses so rosy? 
 
Jury duty. They are people who showed up for jury duty and served as jurors in a trial.  
 
What? Jury duty is a national punch line! Thereôs a whole fake reality show about it on Amazon  
Prime!

12
 Itôs so funny, itôs Emmy-nominated! 

 
Fair enough, says legal reporter Stephen Adler, who helped shape the study. But people who sit on a 
jury ñeven for a day or two . . . get a window into a very serious and focused environment.ò

13
 And ñ[h]

aving that actual contact makes people, regardless of their preconceived notions, feel better about 
every actor in the process, all the way up to the judges.ò

14 

 
Itôs not smoke and mirrors. Itôs not rhetorical flash. Itôs the details. Itôs seeing the procedure and the 
rules in action. Itôs confidence gained by having navigated the particulars.  
 
Ok, but only around one in ten Americans has served on a jury.

15
 How can we make that mundane 

magic more widespread?  
 
Well, we can be windows, too. 
 
What do I mean?  
 
I mean, when you talk about the law with your non-lawyer friends, bring the details. Give the long an-
swers or the context for the headline news. Be the person at the cocktail party who says ñwell, actual-
ly . . . .ò (You can have a free pass for first dates, but theyôre going to find out youôre a lawyer some-
time.)  
 
Donôt let a misconception about how the law works lie. Youôre cool and socially adept people. You can 
make room for real talk about the law with the non-lawyers in your life.  
 
Better yet, go talk about the law with some kids.  
 
Only seven states require a full year of civics in high school for graduation.

16 
For every $50.00 per stu-

dent the federal government spends on STEM education, it spends five cents on civics.
17
 Thatôs a 

90% decline over the last twenty years.
18 

 
A lot of kids are not learning about the legal system in school. And a lot of kids in school today really 
want to understand it better. So do their teachers. I help out sometimes with a civics education organi-
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zation called Kidizenship that asks kids from ages 8 to 18 to share their ideas for local, state, and na-
tional government.

19
 Their visions are remarkably inspiring and also remarkably wonky. The kids are 

tuned in and they want to know how things work. You can tell them.  
 
Go to an elementary school career day, talk to a youth group, meet some Little Brothers and Little Sis-
ters, coach a middle school mock trial team.  
 
And if you think, that sounds great, but I canôt do that by myself: We have a lot of bar associations in 
this town and a lot of people who are passionate about civics education. Put out the call and I bet 
youôll find some partners.  
 
Second: Work For Change. 
 
Work to change the ways in which equal justice under law falls short, because we know that it does. 
Itôs right there in the Rules. There are ñdeficiencies in the administration of justiceòðñthe poor, and 
sometimes persons who are not poor, cannot afford adequate legal assistance.ò

20
 

 
Therefore, we have a mandate: 
 

[A]ll lawyers should devote professional time and resources and use civic influence to 
ensure equal access to our system of justice for all those who because of economic or 
social barriers cannot afford or secure adequate legal counsel.

21
  

 
You are ready to do that today.  
 
Donôt take my word for it. Bryan Stevenson, MacArthur Genuis, founder of the Equal Justice Initiative, 
recently portrayed by Michael B. Jordan in the film Just Mercy, recounted his first meeting with a client 
as a young lawyer.  
 
He said:  
 

I was very nervous about my ability to help someone with my limited law school education, but 
it was clear to me that being there and talking to him had an impact on the quality of his life . . . 
His humanity, his willingness to accept me as someone who might be able to make a difference 
despite my limitations, really said something to me about a dynamic, a relationship thatôs possi-
ble.

22
 

 
Dignity, humanity, proximity. You can give all of those things right now to people who are experiencing 
unequal access to our justice system. It means something to stand next to someone as their lawyer 
and to amplify their voice.  
 
It will help them and it will improve the quality of justice. It will help you, too.  
 
Like Portiaôs mercy, this work blesses those who do it and those for whom it is done.

23
  

 
You heard about some of the many opportunities for pro bono work through the Legal Aid Society of 
Middle Tennessee this morning. I would be remiss if I did not mention the opportunities available 
through the Civil Appointments Panel for the Middle District of Tennessee. There is an acute and un-
der-resourced need for lawyers to represent people who the Court has decided qualify for appointed 
counsel under the stringent standards set by federal law.  
 
Want to practice constitutional law? These are the cases. Looking for a way to work with the bright 
new associates in your firm on compelling matters? Senior lawyers, hereôs your chance. Our Clerk of 
Court Lynda Hill would be happy to sign you up for the panel and tell you about some available cas-
es.

24
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Third: Make This Union More Perfect. 
 
You didnôt think youôd make it out of a naturalization ceremony without a little talk about the Constitu-
tion, did you? 
 
Well, not really. As much as I think the Framers so perfectly captured the idea of democratic self-
government in their first fifteen wordsðñWe the people of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect Unionò

25
ðthe union I want to talk about perfecting is the one in this room.  

 
United States Surgeon General Vivek Murthy writes in his book Together that human beings are hard-
wired to connect with each other.

26
 When we donôt, it stresses us out. The caveman who isnôt part of 

the pack gets eaten. When we donôt make human connections, we are more likely to suffer from heart 
disease, diabetes, depression, and anxiety.  
 
We have an adversarial legal system in this country. That means it involves parties who oppose each 
other in a dispute and who are responsible for developing evidence and presenting it to the neutral 
judge. It is not an antagonistic legal system. It is not an oppositional legal system.  
 
It is all too easy to forget this when we square off with our colleagues across the ñv.ò 
 
You will be happier and healthier if you connect with opposing counsel as your peers, as your col-
leagues, as other people who had joyful mornings just like this oneðbecause every one of them did. 
Youôll be a better lawyer. Even when you donôt get the same regard, you can give the better example. 
 
All of us here today, every one of us, has a different path that we followed to the law. And every one of 
us has something to learn from someone whose path was different from our own.  
 
New Admittees, we are better as a community because your paths led you here. With your new per-
spectives, your thoughtful ideas, your passions, your dedication, your hard workðyou have already 
made this union more perfect.  
 
Let me leave you with this promise: Some days in your law practice will be extraordinary. You will do 
the deal, you will right the wrong, you will make it happen. The client will say thank you.  
 
Some days will not be like that. The client will say other things.  
 
On those days, I hope you will remember this one and all of us in this room out there beside you. Just 
a bunch of lawyers. Just a bunch of humans. Tending to the quality of justice the very best that we 
can.  
 
Welcome to the profession. I am so happy for you. Congratulations again.  
 
 
 
______________________ 
 
1 

Tenn. Sup. Ct. R. 8, Preamble Æ 2. 
2 

W  S , T  M  O V  act 4, sc. 1.
 

3        
Id.

 

4 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., ñI Have a Dreamò Speech, March on Washington for Jobs and Free-

dom, Lincoln Memorial (Aug. 28, 1963) (quoting Amos 5;24). 
5 

T  R  S , Rough Justice, on A B  B (Virgin Records 2005). 
6
 P  J  (Columbia Pictures 1993) (starring Janet Jackson and Tupac Shakur). 
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Teresa Matich, Bryan Stevenson on How Lawyers Can Make a Difference, Clio (July 20, 2021), 
https://www.clio.com/blog/bryan-stevenson-make-difference/.  
23
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gives and him that takes[.]ò 
24

 You can reach Clerk of Court Lynda Hill at Lynda_Hill@tnmd.uscourts.gov.   
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 L  W  (Harper 2020). 
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