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¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΣ отнмрΤ смрΦпнуΦссртΤ ǿǿǿΦƭŀǿ-

ƴŀǎƘǾƛƭƭŜΦƻǊƎΦ 

Words cannot capture the experience of the past year 
as LAW President.  But through all of the emotions 
that Iôve been feeling at the end of my term, I keep 
coming back to two words:  Thank you. 

 

Thank you for trusting me to lead this organization 
over the past year.  It has been an incredibly reward-
ing experience, and I am continuously humbled by 
the faith you placed in myself and Janna Smith. 

 

We have certainly had a successful year. Weôve had a 
full schedule of CLEs. Our Health and Wellness com-
mittee hosted three outstanding book club meetings, 

several which included the booksô authors.  Our Oral History committee pro-
duced an outstanding video and CLE program to honor LAW Founder Judge 
Martha Craig ñCissyò Daughtrey.   

 

And through it all, LAW stood firm in our founding principles and remained 
committed to promotion of qualified women within the legal profession.  I 
know that commitment will continue through our new joint membership part-
nership with the Napier-Looby Bar Association, which is explained in more 
detail in this newsletter.   

 

I am so proud to be a member of this organization, and I am excited to see 
what it will do in the years to come.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article represents the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of the Office of 

the Tennessee Attorney General and Reporter. 
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Announcement of LAW/Napier-Looby Bar Association Joint  

Membership 

 

Authors: Courtney Orr (LAW President) and Simone Marshall Hayes (Napier-Looby Bar Asso-
ciation President) 

For years, LAW and Napier-Looby Bar Association (ñNLBAò) have operated to support both 
women and Black members of the middle Tennessee legal community. In the past, our partner-
ship has been limited to individual events such as CLEs and networking opportunities. But to-
day, we are excited to announce a new joint membership option between LAW and NLBA! 

Beginning May 1, 2025, individuals may register as a joint member and pay a single $200 dues 
fee to simultaneously join both of our organizations. Joint members will enjoy the full privileges 
of an LAW Member and a NLBA Regular Member as long as their joint membership remains 
active.* Joint membership must be renewed annually.  

For those interested in signing up for a joint membership, please visit either organizationôs web-
site and look for the ñJoint Membershipò option on the ñJoin Usò (LAW)/ñBecome a Mem-
berò (NLBA) tab. 

In addition to the joint membership option, LAW and NLBA have agreed to co-produce at least 
one CLE per fiscal year. We look forward to seeing the relationship between our organizations 
continue to flourish as we support our community! 

 

 

 

 

 

This article represents the opinions of the authors and not necessarily those of the Office of the 
Tennessee Attorney General and Reporter. 

 

*Joint membership is not available to any individual who would otherwise not have the right to vote or hold of-
fice in either organization, as defined by each organizationôs bylaws.  
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 On March 18th, LAW held its monthly membership meeting with panelists Judge Ana Escobar, Judge Lynne 

Ingram and Magistrate Judge Alistair Newbern. They each relayed the story of their legal background and how they 

came to hold judicial office. Judges Escobar and Ingram gave unique insight into the somewhat difficult balance be-

tween running for an elected office while remaining non-partisan. Judge Newbern explained the procedure for ap-

pointing magistrate judges in the federal court system and the way in which magistrate judges work with litigants and 

other federal judges. They all explained the importance of having mentors at the beginning of their legal and judicial 

careers to seek guidance when needed. Judge Newbern discussed the vast knowledge she was able to gain while clerk-

ing for Judge Cissy Daughtrey, who was in attendance at the luncheon. Also, all of our panelists discussed the im-

portance of taking care of oneôs mental health no matter what type of legal career you hold, whether on the bench or 

in private practice. Judge Ingram explained that her exercise regimen was vital in keeping a healthy balance in her 

work and personal life. All of the judges encouraged anyone interested in seeking judicial office to not get weighed 

down by self doubt and to seek advise from others who have succeeded in that career path. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Transportainment April CLE 

On April 10th, LAW hosted a CLE on Transportainment followed by a happy hour for at-

tendees and the general membership at the headquarters for Honky Tonk Party Express. Will Cheek, 

an experienced alcohol and hospitality attorney, presented an hour of entertainment detailing the his-

tory and evolution of party vehicles starting with the pedal taverns through all iterations of mobile 

revelry. The CLE happened around the custom hat bar offered at the venue. (Janna even got a 

hat...allegedly.)  Attendees were very engaged and asked lots of good questions, and several of the 

attendees were new LAW members. Whether attendees were for or against the transportainment in-

dustry, they all agreed that the CLE was highly entertaining and educational. Special thanks to Will 

Cheek and Grant Rosenblatt, owner of the Honky Tonk Party Express! 
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ANNUAL MEETING AND AWARDS BANQUET 

APRIL 24, 2025 

MUSIC CITY CENTER 

 

Past Presidents of LAW 
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Welcome by President Courtney Orr 

Presidentôs Awards given to Breakfast Chairs: 

Erin Palmer Polly, Liz Sitgreaves and Danielle 

Johns (absent) 

Presidentôs Award given to Victoria Gentry Presidentôs Award given to Margaret Dodson 

Essay contest winner Ava Dakash reads her essay Chicoya Smith Gallman introduces Princess Rogers 

Rising Star Award recipient Princess Rogers Courtney Orr presents the Rising Star Award 

  



Emily Crawford introduces Jackie Dixon Remarks by Martha Daughtrey Award Winner Jackie Dixon 

Jackie Dixon with Judge Cissy Daughtrey 

Courtney Orr presents Martha Daughtrey Award to Jackie Dixon 

Leighann Ness presents Courtney Orr with Presidentôs Gift as Courtney 

passes the gavel to Leighann as Board President 
Leighann Ness gives remarks as new Board President of LAW 
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